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does not seem to have been proved that the slightest
danger need be apprehended from rubber rings where these
are of a quality suited for the purpose. While on this
question of hygiene a word or two may be said with refer-
ence to the charge brought against beer bottle rings a year
or two ago, to the effect that they had a good deal to do
with the spread of a certain fashionable disease. It was
contended that the red sulphide of antimony, which such
rings usually contain, either went into solution or separated
out as a powder at the bottom of the bottle, and that in
either case it led to the specific trouble. The statement-
that the antimony goes into solution may be dismissed as
baseless, though, with regard to the sediment at the bottom
of the bottle, it may be taken that it consists of particles of
rubber, and not of separated mineral. Certainly any such
sediment is decidedly objectionable, but it would be canned
just the same if antimony were not used, if old decayed
rings were retained in use. No doubt sufficient cure has
not always been taken to see that decayed rings are replaced
by new ones, and if this is remedied the commotion caused
cannot be considered as altogether superfluous. Of course
the use of antimony sulphide as a vulcanizing and colouring
agent is riot absolutely essential, and it could be dispensed
with if the indictment brought against it could stand the
test of cross-examination.
India-rubber gloves have long been used by surgeons,
but of late years a greatly increased demand has arisen in
connection with electrical engineering. In a recent trial
the judge expressed surprise that the use of such gloves by
men engaged in dangerous electrical work is not com-
pulsory, and it was suggested that the matter required